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What is an ADO?

• Associate Development Organizations (ADOs) serve as 
the lead entity for local economic development 
activities in their county

• The Port of Whitman will serve as the county’s ADO 
from July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2025
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Core Elements of Work
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• Small Business Development
• Economic Profiling
• Existing Business Retention/Expansion
• Business Recruitment, Marketing & Advertising
• Site and Infrastructure Development
• Economic Development Advocacy

* Elements of work are not listed in any order of importance. Each element is important in this 
economic development plan.
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Our Approach
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COMMUNICATION COLLABORATION ACTION



Our Metrics
Metric Annual Goal July 2023

Marketing Plan 1
Start-ups
(businesses started within the last 2 years)

8 3

Existing Business Interactions
75 2

Business Recruitment
(initiated contact with out-of-state businesses)

6 1

Export Assistance
3 

Training Opportunities
12 Formal partners 

include One Palouse 
and SBDC
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Small Business Development
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Clients Served by SBDC

Most Common SBDC Client Demographics, YTD

Accomodation & Food Services Professional & Technical Services

Manufacturing Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hunting

Service

• Small Business Development 

Center (SBDC) offers startup 

and growth support to local 

businesses 
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Upcoming Resource| TRENDS Website
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Economic Profiling

• Select Economic 
Indicators

• Department of Commerce 
Housing for All Planning 
Tool (HAPT) Results
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Total Population & Annual Growth Rate 

Source, WAOFM
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• Students living in WSU 
dorms (“group quarters”) 
are NOT included in state 
OFM or U.S. Census 
population numbers

• About 5,000 – 6,000 
students are living in 
dorms in any given year

https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-estimates/historical-estimates-april-1-population-and-housing-state-counties-and-cities


Median Household Income (MHI)

Source, ACS
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• MHI does NOT include 
people living in dorms

• Because we have fewer 
than 65,000 people, 
making the population too 
small for an annual 
average, the American 
Community Survey (U.S. 
Census) uses a 5-year 
moving average

https://data.census.gov/table?text=Table+B19013&g=010XX00US_040XX00US53_050XX00US53075&tid=ACSDT5Y2021.B19013


Average Annual Wage

Source, ESDWAGOV
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• Measurement of the annual earnings 
of all workers employed by county 
firms that pay into the 
Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund

• Students living in dorms, and people 
employed part-time, are included

• However, people living in Whitman 
County but working outside the 
county are not included

https://www.esd.wa.gov/labormarketinfo/covered-employment


Total Annual Taxable Retail Sales & Annual Growth Rate

Source, WSDR
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• University construction is included in 
this number

• The jump from 2021 to 2022 is likely 
due to federal stimulus dollars

https://dor.wa.gov/about/statistics-reports/quarterly-business-reviews


Quarterly Taxable Retail Sales & Annual Growth Rate

Source, WADOR
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• There is a 4-month lag in reporting

• Q3 is always highest due to harvest 
activities and the return of WSU 
students

https://dor.wa.gov/about/statistics-reports/quarterly-business-reviews


Share of Employment in Top-5 Largest Employing Sectors

Source, ESDWAGOV 
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• There is no data on 
manufacturing because we 
have fewer than 10 companies 
and reporting is suppressed

https://www.esd.wa.gov/labormarketinfo/covered-employment


15

Unemployment

Source, ESDWAGOV

• Whitman County’s average 
unemployment rate for 2022 was 
4.8%

• Total number of employed persons 
for 2022 was 21,453; our high point 
for the last 10 years was 23,327 
people in 2019. 



Total and Share of Overall Population Living in Poverty

Source, ACS (5 year moving average)
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• Whitman was recently 
designated a Persistent Poverty 
county – a maintained poverty 
rate of 20% or more for the last 
30 years

• Federal Poverty Levels (FPL) vary 
by household size and increase 
by the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) every year

https://data.census.gov/table?text=table+s1701&g=010XX00US_040XX00US53_050XX00US53075&tid=ACSST5Y2021.S1701


Residential Building Permits & Number per 1,000 
Residents

Source, UWRER
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• Our rates are much lower on a 
per capita basis due to the high 
number of students

• The drop in 2022 is likely due to 
rising mortgage rates

https://wcrer.be.uw.edu/archived-reports/


Housing | HAPT Results – Things to Note

PSH: PERMANENT SUPPORTIVE HOUSING (services for people with disabilities or 
special needs who are homeless or at risk of homelessness)

HAPT 2023 Graph – 50,000 population, 2044

Source: Growth Management Services
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https://deptofcommerce.app.box.com/s/48o8fzedzxnh63xth6aofi2jc2npcjoa


Housing | HAPT Results – Things to Note
Comments about the 2044 projected net new housing demand:

• Whitman is the only county with such a high need (84%) for lowest-income
 housing (0-30% of area median income).  Garfield is second with 77%

• Whitman is 1 of only 4 counties with NO demand for units above 50% of area 
median income (Columbia=4042 people, Ferry=7273 people, Garfield=2346 
people)

• The large concentration of college students in Whitman County contributed to the 
high number of units needed in the 0-30% non-PSH category, as did the higher 
overall poverty rate and lower average income (also due to high student 
population) (per Laura Hodgson)

• Communities addressing housing shortages may want to conduct additional 
research
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Upcoming Resource | Property Search Tool
Search feature to 
filter by location

Property photos and 
specs featured

Interactive mapping 
tool with filtering and 
street view
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Business Recruitment, Retention & Expansion
BUSINESS RECRUITMENT – ACTIVE BUSINESS LEAD REPORT

DATE LEAD SOURCE TYPE OF BUSINESS CRITERIA BENEFITS STATUS

Jul - 23 Private Project 
Distribution
Beverage industry

Industrial zoned 
property

15-20 FTE Site visit August 2023

Jul - 23 Private Project Hydrogen
Green energy

Industrial zoned 
property

~5 FTE Several site visits and meetings

Jul - 23 Private Project Promotion
Marketing agency

1,500-2,000 sq ft. 3 
offices

~5 FTE Site proposal in process

Jul - 23 Private Project Fresh
Food distribution

6,000-8,000 sq. ft 15-20 FTE
Private investment 
unknown

Preferred site identified

Jul - 23 Private Project Pilot
Green energy

Seeking location for 
pilot project, industrial 
zoned property

FTE unknown
Private investment 
unknown

Awaiting addition information 
from lead

Jul - 23 Private Project Grow
Childcare

Needs larger space FTE unknown
Private investment 
unknown

Awaiting addition information 
from lead

Still Active Business LeadBusiness Lead Cold or on Hold New or Reactivated Business Lead 21



Site & Infrastructure

• The Port is working to expand its provision of economic development facilities 
through the development of sites and industrial real estate opportunities

• Ongoing projects include:

• 14-acre property northwest of Tekoa 

• 12-acre expansion and development at Port of Whitman Business Air Center
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Site & Infrastructure | Tekoa Property

• The Port closed on the 14-acre 
Tekoa property in June 

• A two-phase environmental 
site assessment was 
completed

• Once rezoned and 
rehabilitated, the property will 
serve as an industrial site for 
local businesses
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Site & Infrastructure | POWBAC Development

• 12-acre plot southwest of 
airport

• Opportunities for access road, 
bridge and utilities expansion 
projects

• Water rights agreement 
established with city of Colfax
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Broadband & Digital Equity Local Action Plan

• 6-month planning process at the start of 2023
• Whitman County BAT in partnership with WSU Extension
• Executive Summary submitted end of June 2023
• Incorporated in the State Broadband Office’s Planning 
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https://www.portwhitman.com/whitmanbat


Broadband Equity Access and Deployment (BEAD)
• $42B for high-speed Internet access
• Funded by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)
• Each state’s BEAD funding allocation is based on their percentage of 

“unserved” households (25/3Mbps) as determined by the FCC National 
Broadband Map

• Washington received the 10th largest allocation (~$1.23B)
• ~1.64 Billion total investment with matches
• ~$40 Million per county in WA
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Whitman County Areas with Fiber
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Economic Development Advocacy

• Community development is essential to successful economic development

• In-person with mayors and clerks representing every town/city in the county

• Assisting towns with grant applications
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Economic Development Advocacy
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Future Meeting Topics 
• Community/county projects:

• Site/infrastructure
• Community development efforts

• Port projects:
• Brownfield Community Assessment
• Scaling facility feasibility study
• Childcare facility

• Funding opportunities

• Business specific updates
     What topics interest YOU?
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Closing & Contact 
Information

Email: ado@portwhitman.com

Next EDIM: October 18, 2023

www.portwhitman.com

mailto:ado@portwhitman.com
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